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itv« The Journal's Internal Policy.
J

Editor of the New York Journal:
Dear Sir: I heartily approve your "American

to
Internal * Policy." Keep it at the head of your

,ce
column all the time. I am disappointed or-^ days
when you do not print it, H. DOX SEE#
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ALAN DALE ON
SUCH a play as "The Victorian Cross," which

is now doing a week's duty for the benefit of
the palpitant patrons of the Bowery's own

People's Theatre, would- a few years ago have
been dished up for much politer audiences. We
used to revel lu ttiese uui-uuu-uiit-u stunts ui iitiuIsniand villainy right on Broadway. But now we

dress them up In the garbs of a century ago, put
the hero and villain into velvet knickerbockers
trimmed with curtain lace, and dub it all romance.

"The Victorian Cross" is one of those plays that
might have been canned by any decent firm dealing
In melodramatic comestibles. It might have been
numbered, and you might have been asked to
"kindly mention number when ordering." This
particular play was "put up" for the English trade,
and has enjoyed "six years' constant tour." It
has now reached America in time to compete with
ail sorts of Cuban melodramas, which, at any rate,
have the advantage of being apparently apropos.
The Bowery audiences are peculiar. The style

of entertainment offered to them rarely varies.
Whether it be called "The Victorian Cross" or

"Knobs o' Tennessee," it doesn't matter much.
As long as there is a triumphant gentleman to
fondle a white muslin heroine and a Mephistophelesin tan kid gloves to foil them both until the
last act sets iu all goes well. Bowery dudes know
just where to applaud. Every speech that ends
with "honest man" or "respectable girl" is sure

to be cheered, if the actor knows enough to wait
1».» » A V, . Af.ne \*A11 r-OTl
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Invent any lines you like, but if they wind up with
"honest man" they will get a rousing reception.
In "The Victorian Cross" thbre is not the symptomof a thrill. In fact, it is lethargic enough to

merit the adjectives "sweet and wholesome,"
which the machine-made critic always applies to
everything that is dull. But it has a less grimy
atmosphere than most of the Bowery plays, and a

lady of title, with three chims and a lorgnette,
cast an air of distinction upon the proceedings.
My attention was temporarily diverted from the

play. I was reading two programme articles on

pimples and insomnia when the familiar words,
"Let me hide my shame," fell upon my ears. I
looked up, of course expecting to see the heroine
going out into a snow storm, but to my surprise

\Y/UCM K \ nilMrF
W I ILM /\ LV V_l I UA

LEARNED men In Chicago are experimenting
on school children with the ergograph,
which might be defined as an apparatus
for the rehabilitation of the dunce.
The ergograph, in other words, is a machinethat promises to come as a boon and a

blessing to backward pupils, inasmuch as it has
a tendency to prove, with the cold precision of a

cash register, that they are not really stupid or

stubborn, but overworked, or improperly cared for,
or in need of exercise, or something of that sort.
If the time ever arrives.and the Chicago scientiststhink that it will.when no well-regulated

school is without its ergograph, the school dunce
will become a person of no small importance. Insteadof blu/bbering, despised, in his corner, he
will be a centre of philosophic interest; and insteadof striving to hide his diminished head, he
will learn to discourse trippingly on nerve reactionsand permutations of brain molecules. Indeed,
the ergograph may even furnish him with convincingproof that marbles are more beneficial to his
nervous system than least common multiple.
The Board of Education in Chicago has taken

/vnnMrrnn b #A« AfnnHimAntnl ntinrtAone kon_
Ci6u54ayu Aut cApciiiuciiIUI yuipuocO) ua»Ingbeen introduced to it by Dr. W. S. Christopher,one of its members. It was decided to

begin the tests in the Alcott School, at Wrightwoodavenue and Orchard street, the pupils of
which enjoy every advantage in their homes, and
might therefore be expected to show a minimum
of imperfections. Dr. Christopher was prevented
by illness from superintending the experiment,
and this duty was assumed by Professor P. W.
Smedley, of the University of Chicago, and VictorC. Campbell, a specialist in child study. They
installed the ergograph ia the library, on the
second floor of the school building.
It is easy to conceive the possibility of a

thoroughbred dunce howling with terror at being
launched abruptly Into intimate relations with
this beneflcient machine. In one respect it is more

grimly suggestive than a dentist's chair, and has

something remotely in common with that other
chair which is the principal curiosity of Sing Sing
prison. But none of the children attending the
Alcott School are dunces of that kind; and though
one or two of the first subjects paled slightly at

DOLAN'S EXPOSLI
Dolan's Horrible Revelation.

[Washington Times.]
If the recital of Thomas F. Dolan is true, it will

tax the ingenuity of the courts to find a fitting
punishment for millionaire meat packers. If it is

true, they have fed mankind on diseased meat,
containing the germs of hideous ailments, and consignedmany thousands of human beings to the

grave-^have committed mere murders than the

most horrible tyrant of history, and thrown the

shadow of suspicion and distrust over the commercialworld; they have imposed on our soldiers,
struggling for a noble cause, the foul refuse -of the

slaughter house, the rejected parts of sick cattle,
in place of the nourishment for which the Governmentpaid them. If it is true, the members of the

Alger Relief Commission should shun the light of

day and avoid the society of all honorable men;

the commissary and medical departments of the

army, which scorned the warnings of an honest

man who knew, should be arraigned for damnable

negligence or criminal idiocy, and General Miles

should be honored and exalted, for it was his initiativethat brought out this disclosure.

The tale of Thomas F. Dolan Is incredible, but

perhaps it may be true. If true, it is the most

horrible revelation that has ever shocked civilized
society. Unless he is murdered or kidnapped or silencedIn some other way.and, if vuilty, the accused

could well afford to pay a million to induce him

to recall his affidavit.we shall know whether he

has told the truth. He should be apprehended at

once and held till his evidence is needed in the

prosecution of the men he lps accused with su h

impressive deliberation and solemnity. His affiON

KIPLING'S RECOVERY.
tvhTin in the House of the Spinners
(Hard by the woof of life,*

Clotho, the grim, and Lachesls,
Atropos with threatening knife).

Down where their loom's great humming
Sends upward a throb and a quake,

And the flying threads of their distaff
Seem ever about the break.

There you wandered, our poet,
And the hags looked oanny and black;

'But you, like a true-born Sahib,
A fearless glance gave back.

And the spinning stopped for an instant,
{^ad Hell took a yawn or two;

T,nt now you are coming back again.
iir_n thmnch and throuirh.
»T t?ll, Liiac o v.- p,._

Fuzzy-Wuzzy was worried,
And pined In his henthen land.

And Matun, the old blind beggar,
Groped for a touch of your hand.

And all the children of Adam-Zad,
Whatever their tribe or race,

Said prayers to their god"« in plenty
To look again on your face.

JJp from the House of the Spinners,
feb. Clba anall at tha keen. dr° WJ1 shears*

THE BOWERY. " E

it was the hero who spoke these words. They j
seemed very much out of place, and I at first im- i
agined that a clever parody was intended. But i
it waon l. Jtxit: utrru ii«u juurreiy ut?t?u uuue ui ms ]

paternal estates and a few other oddments by the i

villain, his half-brother, and was off to the
Crimea to try and get killed.
This heroic was a sweet and balmy youth, who

always appeared in brown velveteen and a hunted
antelope expression. Before he had been on the
stage five minutes he said "There's nothing in
the world like a mother's kiss," and later on,
when the interloping lady of title came on with
her three chins and her lorgnette, he remarked,
"I'll not offend your aristocratic nostrils with- my
presence any longer."
Poor velveteen fellow! He was forced to pose

before a lovely white muslin girl as an illegitimatechild and allow the dire villain to lord it
over the beautiful estates. He always stood
around with slightly protrusive stomach, and
allowed every one to insult him, in the most
wholesome martyrdom.
When he went to Cawnpore everybody went with

him.his mother, the villain, the villain's mother,
the white muslin girl, the Irish servant girl and

mon T annnncp f.ho nlnvwriffht fnnml

it cheaper to utilize the old characters than invent s

some new ones. Apparently Nana Sahib and the !1

"mutiny" were designed especially for the glori- -g
flcation of the brown velveteen gentleman, who T

during the third act made history at the rate of a r

chapter a minute, and paused breathless but his- r

torical when there was no more to be made.
Nana Sahib was a coffee-colored person, who v

looked as though he had escaped from a Coney E

Island cafe chantant. He was programmed as the
"notorious Mahratta chief." He was assisted in 11

his nefarious work by a Sepoy mutineer, with a

smuts on his countenance and a vindictive chlm- t
ney-sweep manner. But these gentlemen, literally s

used for color, merely boosted the velveteen gen- n

tleman a trifle higher than he was before. Even h
history hides Its head in the humble servitude of b
melodramatic "situations." p
Charles Hagar wore the velveteen. He is not an s

imposing looking hero. Broadway managers snap t

up all the six-footers. They are used to "support" j

: MOT A DUNCE? "

t
"
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THE MACHINE FOR TESTING DUNCES.

having both arms tightly pinioned to a mechanism
of unknown possibilities, the reassurances of their

preceptors were enough to cause them to submit
with a good grace.
Of the two pinioned arms the only part left free

is the middle finger of the right hand, and on the

first joint of this is placed a ring, to which is

attached a cord running over a pulley and holdinga weight at its other extremity. A loaded
fountain pen is fastened to the weight in an ingeniousfashion, which causes it to make marks
when the string is pulled on a strip of paper rolled
around a brass cylinder.
These marks, their character and length, tell the

secrets for the extraction of which from inarticulateboyhood and girlhood the ergograph was invented."The durned machine can't lie," as some

humorist or other remarked about the camera. A

boy may be the best hockey player in his ward,
not afraid to "sass" the tallest of policemen, but
If the marks made by the fountain pen when he

wiggles his finger in the ergograph do not come

RE OF BEEF HORRO
davit should be the basis of legal proceedings on <
the part of the Government. <

* * « *

The public must be a debtor to the man who had 1
the courage to expose the appalling crimes of a

powerful Institution. He has done something to (
atone for his long participation in the awful busi- 1
ness. Withput hope of reward, but with a reason- 1
able fear of persecution, he has performed his f
duty to his fellow-men. It is now the imperative t

demand of justice that the Government, whose t

faithful soldiers have been among the victims, (
should use every possible agency to get at the a

exact truth and to inflict such a penalty on the j
mercenary criminals, If they are proved toi be (

guilty, that will deter others, that the world may (

eat its food without the fear of swallowing count- c

less vicious microbes. The denial of the firm is i

only what was to have been expected, Including a i

base attempt to discredit the man who, they ad- c

mit, stood by them in a critical hour. c

Dolan's Charges Are Specific. c

[Buffalo News.] t

Serious charges have been made by Thomas F. t

Dolan, formerly of Chicago, but later of Boston, t

with reference to alleged practices of beef pack- t

ers in the former city. One of Dolan's state- s

ments against the Chicago packers is that cattle s

condemned by the Governmeuit inspectors as dis- c

eased were afterward sold as good beef. Dolan |
tells of terrible practices coming under his own j
observation when he was employed as foreman i

In one of the largest packing houses In the great J
packing city of the West. These statements, f

made by uoian in a rsew xora paper, u»it occ ,

And the three black hags are scowling |
While they shuttle your woof of yearstipfrom the House of the Spinners,
And we hall you warmly and well,

For some day we know from your bungalow 1

You've another story to tell.
CHARLES HAMILTON MTJSGROVE, .

in Louisville Times.

Papa Wasn't Flattered.
"Yes, sir, I have come to ask you for the hand

of your daughter."
"For Isabel's hand?"
"Yes, sir. It Is a mere formality, I know, but we

thought it would be pleasing to yoni to have me go
through with it."
"What's that? A mere formality?"
"That is what I said.a mere formality."
"And mav I Inquire who suggested that asking

my consent to my daughter's marriage was only a

mere formality?"
"It was Isabel's mother, sir."
"Isabel's mother? Then I have nothing further

to say.".Cleveland Plain Dealer.

The Boy with the Bow.
"Jane is a close student of the Philippine war."
"What makes you think It?"
"She recently referred to Cupid as the mythological1'gorote.".Cleveland Plain Dealer,

VICTORIAN CROSS" AS VISIBLE
AT THE PEOPLE'S.

feminine stars who wont, allow insignificant look*
ng gentlemen to make love to them. Consequently
:hey are never seen on the Bowery. The Bowery
ins to rlrair alonar with actors who wear their

weight In their voices. Mr. Hagar is neither tall
lor good looking, tint he managed to go through
lis part heroically and miss no tricks. If he had
leen very tall it would have cost you $2 to see

lim, and you would probably have liked him. As
t was you got him for 50 cents, thanks to his lack
if height.
The villain in the case was Harry Clifton, who
;eemed to. be thoroughly ashamed of himself and
o chafe at all the rude remarks he had to make.

-Ir. Clifton had no swagger about hini. Even his

ilothes seemed, to have been de-pressed rather
han pressed, and in his defiant moments he wore

lis derby hat well over ills eyebrows. He was Sir

tlchard Aubrey, "Captain of Foot," who did the.
irown velveteens out of their patrimony.
Miss Estelle Spraguo was the lovely girl, and

he brightened up the picture a little, and clung
icrsisently to the brown velveteen. What cared

he, even if he had a stain on his name? The

rns her mood throughout. The aristocrat wa>

'interpreted" by Bertha St. Clair, who made her
elf duly haughty and blue-blooded. The real

aother, whose kisses the velveteen hero thought
o sweet, was exhibited by Miss Renie I'ersell
rho had nothing to do but look miserable, which
ilneteen out of twenty actresses can do mor<

onHii'p fhnn anvthing else. Lew McCord was tb

©tnio Irishman, without which any melodrani.
rould collapse, and Phil McCarthy was a Genera

ilentifully supplied with gallery speeches.
The Bowery theatre-goers will get. a holiday
iext week from hero and villain and white muslii
nd tears. They are offered an attraction that I
tilled as "a lively, animated comedy of sugared
atire, bubbling with merriment, with tunef
ausic setting time for dainty feet." I wond<
ow they will like it. I should think that it woul
ie a great relief, and would put their laughter aj
aratus into working order. It always seems vei

ad to me to see these people with troubles
heir own "recreating" themselves with those

maginary people. ALAN DALE

IE ERGOGRAPH, LATEST WONDEF
OF SCIENCE, WILL TELL.

ip to the requirements of science he is forthwith
n individual of pitiable deficiencies, to be coddled
iy his teacher and condoled by his parents.
The cylinder revolves. The subject is told to

>ull the string. He bends his middle finger. The

>en touches the moving paper. Again and again
he boy does tnis, wnne tue scientists hu^u mm

losely. Every time he ^pulls the string he lift*
he weight with one unaided linger. By and bj
hat finger gets tired. It becomes increasing!
difficult to pull the string and increasingly plea?
nt to relax It. Hence the marks on the revolvinj
ia.per become shorter and fainter. And when, a

ength, he gives out, and the overworked tinge
vill wiggle no more, he has inscribed upon tb
evolving paper an indelible record of his nervou.

londltion.-sio the friends of the ergograph asser

The standard set for ergographs is construe
rom average results obtained with the apparat
n St. Louis. The child failing to come up to th
standard is held to be in need of special attention
A sturdy German boy, far exceeding in physique
he average of his age, was the first to be exper
nented with. His marks on the ergograph woi

ibove reproach, but examination in other partic
ars developed the fact.hitherto unsuspected.thi
le was hard of hearing. It was pointed out thf
his affliction might result in many a child earaiii
in unjust reputation as a dunce. The Gerrae
>oy's teacher will give him a more favorable &
u class.
He was followed at the ergograph by a boy wi

lad every appearance of robust health. Yet th
youngster's nervous condition was found to be deplorable.His marks on the cylinder were much
shorter than the German boy's and were irregular
nto the bargain. And the advocates of the apparatusinsist that the test is infallible, on the
ground that one set of nerves will indicate the
condition of the whole nervous system.
It is designed to tabulate the results of the eximlnations,which include such physical statistics

is height, weight and lung capacity, and submit
them to the Board of Education. TJie investigatorsare chiefly desirous of learning at what
tiour of the day a child becomes fatigued most
-eadily and at what age; also which of the school
?xerclses produces the greatest amount of fatigue*

nc court of inquiry must
i \j. now take action.

:elegraphed over the country. When the allege
exposures reached Chicago they were shown
i., Ogden Armour, George J. Brine and W.
Cieree, and were denied in every particular.
Thus the charges made by Dolan and ti

lenial by J. Ogden Armour and two others a'

aid before the public. But here comes Georg
if. Lecrone, ex-secretary of the Illinois State Liv«
^tock Commission, residing at Effingham, 111.,
ind reiterates what Dolan has said about tin
illeged terrible practices of the beef packers o

Chicago. In 1896, Mr. Lecrone says, the State
i.uthorities found that large numbers of lumpy
aw cattle were being slaughtered daily by the
Chicago packers, and when the State Live Stoci
Commission attempted to suppress this traffic i.
iiseased meat it met the fierce opposition of the
ing that, up to that time, had enjoyed a profita)lebusiness in the illegal and scandalous pur
base and sale. "It had to be suppressed,"' de
lares Mr. Lecrone, "at the point of the revolver.'
This is a serious charge. It is a charge that

:annot be covered up by counter charges again,
he character of Mr. Dolan or that of ex-Secre
ary Lecrone. The charges are specific and men

Innprl without eouivocation. The character o

foe meat productions of the United States is a

itake. It impresses foreign trade. It throws
hado-w over our exports. It suspicions the hot
?st packers and It taints the whole meat produc
ion of the country. It is a serious matter in »1
ts aspects. The lives of the people must not b
>ut in jeopardy to satisfy the avarice of an
nan or any set of men. On the other hand,
hese charges cannot be substantiated, the m<

naking them should be punished for spread!
ibroad a disgusting statement, the thoughts
rhich are sickening and revolting.

<iPLING'S SONS IN MICHIGAN
CHICAGO, March 8..Several years ago Pre

D. Underwood, now general manager of ti
Baltimore & Ohio Railway, named two s'

ions in the upper peninsula of Michigan "Ri
rard" and "Kipling,"' one being in an agricultui
country auu iuc vimri- 1U ail nvn w.v .w. .

Some time later Kipling learned of Mr. Und
wood's action, and the author sent Air. Und
wood his photograph, with the following lines
the back:

"RUDYARD" AND "KIPLING."
"Wise Is the child who knows his sire,"

The ancient proverb ran,
But wiser far the man who knows
How, where and when his offspring grows,
For who the mischief would suppose

I've sons in Michigan?
Yet am I saved from midnight ills.

That warp the soul of man.

They do not make me walk the floor,
Nor hammer at the doctor's door;
They deal in wheat and Iron ore.

My sons In Michigan.

Oh, tourist in the Pullman ear

(By Cook's or Raymond's plan).
Forgive a parent's partial view.
But maybe you have children, too.
So let me Introduce to you

My sons in Michigan,
t ItOX)YARD KIPLING


